Bodegas y Viñedos Montecastro
Castrillo de Duero (Valladolid)

Denominación de Origen Ribera del Duero
A landmark project in Ribera del Duero, founded in 2001 by a group of Madrid
professionals led by prominent publisher Alfonso de Salas, the Marqués de
Montecastro y Llanahermosa. Modeled after the ﬁnest examples heretofore
produced in the Ribera del Duero, MONTECASTRO has succeeded from its
ﬁrst vintages in creating wines unsurpassed for authenticity and breed.
First priority was the acquisition and planting of 55 acres in the heart of Ribera
del Duero at high altitude and on poor, chalky/stony soils. Meanwhile, a small
group of growers located in various subregions was carefully selected and
placed under long-term contract. The mature
plots range from 8 to 100 years old and are
subjected to severe yield restriction. Vines are
planted in a range of ﬁve distinct soil types
at elevations varying from 2150 to 3500 feet,
resulting in a multifaceted harvest essential
for coaxing maximum complexity from
mono-varietal Tempranillo. In each vintage
up to 21 distinct terroirs are fermented and
aged separately, allowing for an assemblage
that achieves richness with subtlety.
The modern bodega emulates the traditional
chimney (zarcera) feature of the area’s
medieval subterranean cellars, serving the
dual purpose of providing natural aeration and daylight illumination. Grape
clusters are received in small crates and sorted before being transported whole
on belts for stemming and crushing at the top of each of the temperaturecontrolled, epoxy-lined cement fermenters, avoiding pumping of the must.
Natural fermentation and skin contact according to vintage are followed
by spontaneous malolactic and aging in 50% new and 50% second-year
oak barriques, of which 70% are of French origin, 25% American and 5%
Lithuanian.
The superb, intensely juicy-mineral 2003 MONTECASTRO was bottled after
17 months in barrel, producing 63,000 bottles and 1,000 magnums. Maximum
production upon maturation of the young plantings is projected to peak at
250,000 bottles.
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